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Florida Inc 
Rockefeller Center 
New York 

Gentlemen: 

It gives me great pleasure to 
extend to you my cordial greetings on 
the at Rockefeller Center, 
portraying the agricultural and indus-
trial products of and showing 
her resources and tourist appeal. 

It is fitting that .!:' 'lorida should 
be represented in the center of America's 
greatest city, that the State's ideal 
location as a winter retreat and as an 
all year around residence may be fully 
understood. 

Plans have been made for the 
entertainment of our visitors during the 
coming s eason with proper supervision of 
hotels, apartments, rooming houses, etc., 
and this exhibit will play an important 
part in the realization of what promises 
to be one of the greatest winter seasons 
in the history of the State. 

You are performing a worthwhile 
service to the State of !''lor ids. and also 
to the thousands who will witness this 
exhibit. 

DS/Sc 





OFFICIALS OF FLORIDA NATIONAL EXHIBITS/ INC. 

LORENZO A. WILSON 
President 

PRESIDENT WILSON WELCOMES VISITORS ., 

A PRESIDENT of Florida National Exhibits, Inc., it gives me pleasure to welcome you to this 
presentation of the resources and attractions of our State, which is confined to a faithful 
representation of Florida's great natural beauty and a display of many of the products of 

her farms, groves and gardens as well as of her forests, her mines and her factories. The displays of 
fruits as well as winter-grown vegetables, strawberries and other grove and garden products, season-
able at this time of year, and which contribute so much to the health of the people of the nation, I 
feel sure will be found exceptionally fine. 

We who live in Florida like to refer to the State as the "Sun Porch of the Nation," and while 
we are able to bring to you here in New York the finest fruits and vegetables containing the vitamins 
and mineral salts which are so conducive to good health, we cannot bring you the health-giving and 
life-sustaining, ever-present sunshine with its violet and other beneficial rays. Only by a visit to the 
State can those benefits be secured. Therefore, I extend to you a cordial invitation to run down to 
Florida, after you have had your interest aroused by the pictures we are showing here. It is but a few 
hours by train, by ocean steamer, by auto, over splendid highways, or by air. 

When you reach Florida you will not be received by strangers in a strange land, but by people of 
your own kind, in a land which is the rightful heritage of all Americans, and in which you may 
rest, recuperate and enjoy life to the utmost, either in winter or in summer. 

I bid you welcome to the Florida exhibit in Rockefeller Center, here in New York, and I extend 
even a more cordial welcome to the State of Florida, which is so accessible to you, in order that you 
may see, at first hand, what man and nature have combined to provide for your 
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A Florida Home 'Midst Fragrant Orange Groves, Vero Beach 

FLORIDA 
T ROPICAL; colorful, alluring - that is 

Florida. From the discovery by the 
courtly Ponce de Leon on that sunny 

Easter Sunday morning away back in the early 
part of the 16th century- in 1513, to be exact, 
Florida, so named because of the abundance of 
brilliantly colored flowers found growing wild 
by the discoverers, has been, preeminently, the 
Land of Romance. After the discovery came the 
conquistadores intent upon finding gold, silver 
and precious stones, with all the horrors of 

slavery and cruelty usually attached to that sort 
of quest. Then came the padres, and then set-
tlers who, in contradistinction from the mere ad-
venturers seeking excitement and treasure in the 
form of precious metals and gaudy gems, sought 
to convert the soil into a treasure chest of trop-
ical products: Great plantations of sugar cane 
and vast acreages of tobacco, corn, potatoes and 
other staple crops were planted. Cities were 
built and baronial estates were established, and 
until devastating wars waged by jealous rivals, a 



happy and contented populace enjoyed such 
peace and prosperity as they never had known 
in their old homes beyond the sea. 

But like all new countries, Florida was com-
pelled to endure her periods of travail. The 
French, coming up as a war-like nation, sought 
to dislodge the Spaniards, and the latter, weak-
ened by incessant attacks on the part of the 
Indians seeking revenge for the atrocities of 
slavery, were forced to give way. Their con-
querers sought to plant colonies of their own 
people to take over the lands brought under cul-
tivation by the Spaniards, and for a time suc-
ceeded, only, in turn, to be driven from the 
country by the minions of the Spanish govem-
ment who wreaked horrible revenge for the 

Administration Building, 
Stetson University, DeLand 



Crystal Lake, 
Lake Wales 

treatment accorded their countrymen only a few 
years before. 

Then came the English, whose colonies farther 
up the Atlantic coast were in more or less flour-
ishing condition, and they sop.ght to do in 
Florida what their compatriots had done and 
were doing in the Carolinas, Virginia and in the 
New England settlements, but without much suc-
cess. Spain once more became master of the 
Land of Flowers, and then came the. Americans, 
in the early part of the 19th century. 

In the case of the English, the climate was 
against them. Their colonists coming as they 
did from the high latitude of the British Isles, 
could not become used to the year around warm 
climate of Florida, and they urged that they be 
taken farther up the coast. That same condition 
also militated against rapid development after 
the American occupation. The low altitude and 
latitude coupled with an annual rainfall of be-
tween 50 and 60 inches was believed inimical 

"to h alth and it required years of experimenta-
tion to disabuse the public mind. 

On Clearwater Beach Boat Race at Clearwater 



A Winter Day on Miami Beach 

Since the discovery that the mosquito and the 
housefly were the hearers of disease germs, there 
has been a disposition on the part of the people 
of the State to make a systematic fight against' 
those pests, and as the fight has progressed thero 
has been a rapid falling off in afflictions from 
mosquito- or housefly-horne diseases. Yellow 
fever and dengue fever never were indigenous 
and since the driving of the stegomyia mosquito 
from Havana, the Canal Zone, Vera Cruz, Tam-
pico and other points of propagation, there has 
not been a case of those dreaded diseases in 
Florida. 

Malaria, once rather common in the State. 
is rarely reported in those communities where 
the people have awakened to the fact that with 
very ordinary precautions the propagation of 

mosquitoes and houseflies may be prevented. 
Typhoid is also a thing of the past because of 

attention being paid to communal sanitation 
ana because of the prevalence of good water for 
domestic purposes, from deep wells which can-
not or which are not permitted to become con-
taminated. 
' The people of Florida have leamed that 
health and comfort are purchaseahle and that a 
community can regulate its own death rate so 
far as preventable diseases are concemed. That 
sums up the situation. 

Now a word regarding climate. Florida has 
a good summer as well as winter climate, and the 
world should he made aware of that fact. The 
State has been called "The Play Ground of the 
Nation," and it is so and has been so, in the 



winter time, for many years. When its climate 
and freedom from disease-carrying insects are 
better understood, it will he the playground of 
the world both in winter and in summer, and in 
the months ·between. 

The Florida peninsula stretches far down to-
ward the Tropic of Cancer. It lies in the exact 
latitude of Northern Mexico, Central Arabia, 
Hindustan and Southern China, hut its climate 
differs materially from any and all of those 
countries. Many otherwise intelligent Ameri-
cans believe even now, that Florida because 
warm in winter must he a raging furnace in 
summer. That might he true hut for two power-
ful mitigating agencies: 

First- The ocean breezes. The narrow pen-
insula is skirted on either side by vast bodies of 

salt water, where the rush of that mighty river, 
the Gulf Stream, and the ever-blowing trade 
winds create a constant aerial commotion which 
fans the entire region, from the Atlantic during 
the day and from the Gulf of Mexico during the 
night. 

Second- The immense evaporation from the 
innumerable inland lakes which dot the State 
from one end to the other and from side to side. 
This evaporation wafted and distributed by the 
constant air currents breathes a most agreeable 
atmosphere and besides providing for copious 
showers and dew, affords cool nights conducive 
to refreshing sleep for a cheerful and contented 
populace. 

To those two agencies are attributed the fact 
that Florida summers are so even and so tern-

Air View of Pensacola 



On the Campus of the University of Florida, Gainesville 

perate, the thermometers rarely registering 
above 90, Fahrenheit. The average temperature 
of the warmest month in a Florida summer is 
83 degrees, Fahrenheit, and of the three summer 
months to be 80 degrees, Fahrenheit. People of 
means may spend their vacations where they 
please, but no Floridian need leave Florida to 
escape summer heat. 

The same causes which afford such a genial 
climate in summer operate to protect the State 
from the rigors of winter. Ocean breezes 
warmed by the Gulf Stream or the warm waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico, with evaporation from 
abundant inland water, ward off frost, with rare 
exceptions, and vegetation flourishes the year 
around, accounting for winter-grown fruits and 
vegetables as well as winter comfort for human 
beings so fortunate as to live within the State. 

College of Law, 
University of Florida 
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Miami-Battle Creek Sanitarium 

FLORIDA FOR HEALTH 

DR. JOHN HARVEY KELLOGG, medi-
ical director of the famous Battle Creek 
(Mich.) Sanitarium, selected South 

Florida as the location for his winter sanita-
rium, the Miami-Battle Creek Sanitarium, so-
called, after a comprehensive study of the 
world's most famous climates, because as he 
says, it offers through its rejuvenating cli-
matic conditions, special advantages for a large 
class of chronic invalids, particularly those over 
60 years of age, and of persons of any. age suffer-
ing from neuritis, rheumatism, high blood pres-
sure and the deteriorating effects of sedentary 
life. 



According to Dr. Kellogg, who is regarded as 
an outstanding authority on the relation of cli-
mate and food to health, Florida presents all the 
advantages of the tropics with none of the 
latter's disadvantages, and is in every way su-
perior to many other resorts in other lands 
which have acquired fame as rejuvenators of 
health-broken human beings. He expresses the 
belief that when Florida is better known it will 
eclipse in popularity all other health resorts. 

"I am convinced that Florida is destined to he 
the greatest health resort not only of the United 
States hut of the world," said Dr. Kellogg in a 
recent address, and he followed with a discussion 
of the dietetic values of Florida-grown fruits and 

vegetables which, in connection with the bene-
ficent rays of Florida sunshine, tend to prolong 
human life. 

"The Florida orange is the Fountain of Youth 
overlooked by Ponce de Leon, and is one of the 
best antidotes for old age," said Dr. Kellogg, and 
continuing he said: "A glass of orange 
three times a day will do more for the average 
sick man than all the drugs he can swallow. It 
is one of the best antidotes known for old age 
and pessimism. 

"Citrus fruits, especially the orange, the lemon 
and the grapefruit, are recognized the world 
over, as the chief and the best sources of the 
wonderful, life-giving vitamin C, from a de-



ficiency of which practically every person in the 
United States, if not the entire world, is suffer· 
ing more or less, while hundreds of thousands 
are going down to premature death and many 
millions are suffering physical ineptitude, lack 
of energy, physical and mental, as well as actual 
physical distress, senility and vulnerability to 
disease." 

Continuing, Dr. Kellogg said: "The orange is 
not simply a carrier of that very valuable vita-
min C. It possesses very considerable values in 
the form of choice food elements, totalling in all 
15 calories to the ounce, which is 15 per cent 
more food value than is found in skimmed milk 
or. buttermilk; more than can be found in fresh 
oysters, weight for weight; a third as much as 

can be found in a leg of mutton; three times as 
much as in cucumbers or endive; five times as 
much as in Chinese cabbage; 15 per cent more 
than carrots or canteloupes; more than twice as 
much as Brussels sprouts and more than three 
times as much as asparagus." 

Orange juice is a highly valuable source of 
iron in form to be taken into the system, con· 
taining more iron than does milk, and it is one 
of the finest sources of vegetable alkalies needed 
to neutralize the excretory acids of the body, 
according to Dr. Kellogg, and according to the 
same authority all the citrus fruits, oranges, 
grapefruit, tangerines, tangelos, Satsumas and 
lemons and limes, all of which are produced in 
Florida, are unsurpassed as means for neutraliz-

Silver Glen Springs, near Ocala 
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Sunken Gardens, Ringling Art Museum, Sarasota 

ing an excess of acids in the body fluids and thus 
furnish the best known means for overcoming 

· acidosis. 
"If every person in the United States or the 

world, could be induced to drink at least one 
glass of orange juice every day," concludes Dr. 
Kellogg, "the result would be a great lowering 
of the death rate and an enormous increase of 
mental and physical efficiency, a smaller number 
of business failures, and, without doubt, a great 
decrease in the population of Reno and the 
number of those having recourse to the divorce 
courts elsewhere. Verily an orange a day will 
keep the doctor away and improve the health 
and tempers of those who partake of not only 
oranges but of all other citrus fruits, produced in 
such abundance in Florida. It is by no means 

Indian River 
at Cocoa 



a fantastic idea that Florida, with its fruits, vege-
tables and abundant sunshine is the most poten-
tial life insurance agency in the United States. 
In its vitamin-rich citrus fruits is to he found 
the Fountain of Youth so diligently sought by 
Ponce de Leon, 400 years ago." 

In an old hook published two hundred years 
ago by Dr. Colhautch, the use of citrus juices for 
the complexion is referred to along with other 
claims of high value in the treatment of many 
disorders and especially the healing of wounds. 

Children and also invalids often tire of orange 
juice because it is so sweet, and refuse lemon 
because of acidity. The milder juices of the 
grapefruit and the tangerine are especially 
adapted to such cases. The last named fruits 
may also he recommended as healthful if freely 
used in building up resistance against pneu-
monia and influenza, the two diseases which are 
the most dreaded of any prevalent in the north-
ern States during the winter months, according 
to Dr. Colhautch. 

Glass-bottom Boat on a Beautiful Florida Spring 



On a Beach at St. Petersburg 

FLORIDA 
AN AGRICULTURAL STATE 

So much attention has been focussed upon 
Florida as a winter playground and as a 
resort for those seeking rest and recrea-

tion, that the more prosaic possibilities of the 
State have been overlooked. Florida is essen-
tially an agricultural and horticultural State, 
though industries alsQ flourish as will be shown 
later in this booklet. 

The department of agriculture is one of the 
most important departments of the state govern-
ment, and under the able direction of Nathan 
Mayo, commissioner of agriculture, plays an im-
portant part in the development of the agri-

Bowling Game, 
St. Petersburg 



cultural of the commonwealth. Mr. 
Mayo, by the way, is director of the agricultural 
and horticultural displays of the New York 
exhibit and because of their vast importance to 
the State, takes a pardonable pride ·in them. 

Another vital factor in the development of the 
of the State is the Extension Service 

oC1 the University of Florida, at Gainesville, 
which keeps a watchful eye on all farming and 
fruit and vegetable growing projects as well as 
upon the poultry and dairy interests of the 
State, to see that competent county agents are 
kept at work in the several counties to give aid 
and encouragement to growers in the develop· 
ment of their respective ventures and help them 
succeed. 

What is true of aid for the farmers is also true 
of aid for farmers' wives and daughters, who 
have· competent county home demonstrators at 
their beck and call to h elp them in their prob-

:Florida's exhibit at the Rockefeller Center is 
a standing invitation for all to come to see us. 
We are extending our handclasp across the miles. 

Commissioner of Agriculture. 

lems of growing garden stuff for home use and 
the preserving of surplusses of vegetables and 
fruit for either the market or for home consump· 
tion during the non-growing season. Many a 
Florida family is better fed, better housed and 
enjoys more home comforts because of the min· 
istrations and advice of those hardworking and 
very highly accomplished women. 

One of the most important branches of the de· 
partment of agriculture in Florida is the State 
Marketing Bureau, which collects and dissemin· 
ates market news for the benefit of farmers and 
fruit and vegetable growers as well as hog and 
poultry farmers, dairy farmers and the growers 
of such staples as tobacco, cotton, corn and po· 
tatoes. From this bureau's report covering mar· 
keting season of 1933-34, the only complete crop 
report available at this time, it is learned that 
that particular crop season was marked by a 
harvest volume equivalent to 139,451 carloads 



Immense Cypress Trees Grow in Florida Lakes 



of fruit and vegetables having a gross value of 
$83,497,154.00, these totals being gathered from 
official records. 

The total harvest of citrus fruits - oranges, 
grapefruit, tangerines, Satsumas, limes and 
lemons - for the season was equivalent to 
76,620 carloads, or 29,276,287 boxes, with an 
estimated gross value of $42,401,191. Water-
melons, strawberries and other non-citrus fruit 
shipments amounted to 5,677 carloads, with a 
gross valuation of $3,538,778.00. 

Shipments of vegetables, mostly winter-grown, 
amounted to 42,694 carloads, valued at $24,996,-
846.00. These figures cover shipments by rail 
and boat. To this should b e added shipments 
by auto truck equivalent to 2,905 carloads valued 
at $1,374,950.00. In addition it is estimated that 
the equivalent of 11,555 carloads of non-citrus 

The Fountain of Youth at St. Augustine 

fruits and vegetables were consumed within the 
State, giving a total harvest of non-citrus fruits, 
vegetables, watermelons and strawberries of 
62,831 carloads with an estimated gross value of 
$34,755,424.00. 

More detailed figures on fruits and vegetables 
as well as figures covering the marketing of 
cotton, corn, tobacco and other staple crops may 
be had by writing the Florida State Marketing 
Bureau, Jacksonville, Florida. 

It should be remembered that in the fore· 
going no account has been taken of the ship-
ments or valuations of the more exotic products 
of the State - papayas, avocadoes, mangoes, 
grapes, which are just being adapted and de-
veloped; guavas or guava jellies, pastes, etc.; 
figs, fresh and preserved, or any of a score or 
more of delectable fruits just beginning to be 



Old Spanish Governor's Mansion, St. Augustine, recently used as Post Office 

brought into cultivation on a commercial scale, 
all of which have great promise. 

Poultry raising, dairy farming and bee keep-
ing are rapidly becoming factors in the all 
'round agricultural development of State, as 
is the production of beef cattle. 

Thanks to weather conditions making possible 
the growing of green feeds at all seasons and 
making investment in expensive housing un-
necessary, as well as the absence of diseases 
which flourish when flocks are too closely con-
fined, make poultry raising in Florida not only 
easy but profitable. While the State still is com- · 
pelled to import eggs and other poultry pro-
ducts, that situation is being overcome by home 

Edge Memorial Hall, 
Florida Southern College, Lakeland 



Lighthouse, 
Cape Canaveral 

production which finds ready market in a con-
stantly growing home market. 

Weather conditions conducive to all the year 
around pasturage contribute to the rapid devel-
opment of the dairying possibilities of the State. 
Some of the finest herds of Jersey, Guernsey, 
Holstein and other milk breeds of cattle now 
flourish in the State. As in the case of poultry 
products, the State still imports some the 
fuilk and cream needed during the crowded 
tourist season, but the production of milk, 
cream, cheese and other dairy products, for the 

./ . home market amounts to many millions of dol-
lars per year and the industry is growing. 

With year-around production of flower-laden 
plants heavy with nectar for conversion into the 
finest flavored honey in the world, bee keeping 
in Florida is being developed into a major in-
dustry. Not only is the home market supplied 
but millions of pom1ds of honey and by-products 
are shipped to other markets from the apiaries 
of Florida each year. 

The developmelit of sugarcane plantations on 
the rich soil of the Everglades is of compara-

tively recent origin, but it has passed the experi-
mental stage and millions of dollars of new cap-
ital are being invested in the "sugar bowl of 
America." Hitherto the raw sugar has been sent 
to refineries in more northern States, but begin-
ning this year refineries are being established 
near the plantations, enabling the marketing of 
not only the sugar but the many by-products, 
including molasses and syrups, as well as the 
waste, which is converted into building material. 

Florida is an agricultural and horticultural 
State and when it is considered that of its 30,-
000,000 acres of arable lands less than 3,000,000 
acres are under cultivation its possibilities for 
future development along this line are apparent. 

On the Campus of 
Florida A. & M. College for Negroes, 
Tallahassee 
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Florida A. & M. College Dairy 

INDUSTRY THRIVES IN FLORIDA 

W HILE Florida is not generally re-
garded as an industrial State, mean-
ing that it is not supplied with fac-

tories employing skilled labor, thus furnishing 
livelihoods for great numbers of men and women 
who have no inclination toward cultivating the 

· soil, it still has a variety of industries in which 
tens of thousands of happy and contented 
people are engaged. 

Florida possesses to a marked degree the es-
sentials of successful manufacturing, according 
to a survey of the State's industries recently com-
pleted by the Florida State Chamber of Com-

merce - an abundance of raw materials, power, 
transportation facilities and nearness to mar-
kets. Added to these are the outstanding factors 
of an all-the-year out-door climate, making for 
ideal working conditions, and favorable legisla-
tion from an industrial investment point of view. 
The output of Florida industrial enterprises av-
erages approximately $200,000,000 per year. 

Florida produces a larger percentage of hand-
made clear Havana cigars than any other State, 
and in that respect, Tampa leads all other cities 
of the world. 

Florida produces from its mines in Polk and 



Knowles Memorial Chapel, Rollins College1 Winter Park 

Hillsborough Counties 85 per cent of the phos-
phate mined in the United States and more than 
60 per cent of the world's supply. 

Florida ranks second among the States of the 
Fuller's earth mined in the United;States. 

Florida ranks second among the States of the 
Union in the production of naval stores__:__ i. e., 
turpentine, resin, pine oil and kindred pine 
products. 

Florida has the largest kraft paper mill in the 
United States, converting thousands of cords of 
slash pine daily into kraft paper, which is 
m'arketed all over the civilized world. 

In the production of pine lumber, Florida is 
well toward the top of the list of States and in 
the production of cypress Florida leads. Other 

timber products include cedar, and more than 20 
varieties of hardwood. 

Florida has one of the largest Portland cement 
plants in the United States. 

Florida produces more canned grapefruit and 
grapefruit juice than all other citrus producing 
States combined. In the conversion of candied 
and crystallized grapefruit peel, Florida leads. 

Because of the vast quantities and infinite va-
rieties of flowers growing in Florida, the man-
ufacturing of perfume is rapidly becoming one 
of our big industries. 

Florida leads her sister States in the produc-
tion of diatomaceous earths. 

In the matter of citrus by-products in the form 
of marmalades, cordials, preserved kumquats, 



-

and in the production of guava jellies and 
pastes, Florida leads. 

Conversion of the fiber derived from the ubi-
quitous palmetto into brushes of all kinds, gives 
employment to thousands, in Florida. 

Some of the largest deposits of kaolin, used in 
the manufacture of fine potteries and Chinaware, 
are found in Florida. 

The manufacture of porch, lawn and other 
furniture designed for outdoor use, has become 
almost a major industry in Florida, while many 
factories for the conversion of Florida hard-
woods into furniture of the finer grades are m 
operation, giving employment to hundreds of 
skilled workmen. 

Florida's commercial fisheries furnish approx-
imately ten per cent of the fish consumed in the 
United States. Its shrimp, lobster and oyster 
fisheries are extensive. 

Immense deposits of travertine, one of the 
finest building stones in the world, have been 
developed near Bradenton, the only deposits 
known to exist except in the vicinity of Rome, 
Italy. Travertine is used for interior finish in 
many of the finest buildings in New York and 
other large cities of the United States. 

On many of the keys along the coast of south-
east Florida are deposits of coral which furnish 
material for interior trim of the office buildings 
as well as homes of the higher price type. 

In short, Florida is a manufacturing State al-
ready, on a rather large scale and is destined 
to be a larger one. A recent industrial survey 
made by the State Chamber of Commerce to 
which allusion is made above, it was found that 
more th:;J.n 200 articles of commerce are being 
made in the State. 

University of Miami, in Coral Gables, Miami 



University of Tampa, at Tampa 

PLAYGROUND 

FLORIDA is entitled to the designation 
often applied to the The Winter 
Playground of the NatJ.on. The name 

should he changed, however, by the 
of word "winter." Florida is the all the year 
around playground of the nation, and rapidly 

· being recognized as such. Its equable all the 
year around climate, its freedom from extremes 
of heat or cold and its general healthfulness 
make possible all the year around life in the 
open at boating, bathing, hunting, fishing, 
golfing, tennis or baseball - at any sport, in fact. 

Its profusion of game of all kinds, including 
more than 600 varieties of edible make the 
State an all the year around p_aradise for those 

OF THE NATION 
who love sport of that kind - rod and gun. 
Game laws are reasonable, restrictions far from 
severe and licenses low in cost. 

Florida has splendid golf courses not only in 
the resort cities hut in almost every community 
throughout the State. The value of recreation is 
generally understood and Florida communities 
vie with each other in the matter of providing 
municipal playgrounds where tennis courts, 
shuffleboard courts, baseball and football dia-
monds and gridirons are made accessible to not 
only homefolks hut to visitors as well. 

The dust- and germ-free air, rich in iodine 
and rendere9. extraordinarily healthful by daily 



and hourly ultra violet ray radiation, is found 
particularly invigorating by devotees of all 
sports including boating and bathing, that they 
may indulge to their hearts content at any time 
of year. 

Speaking of sports is a reminder that while 
automobile riding or driving may not strictly 
come under the head of sport, the more than 

10,000 miles of well paved highways make it 
easy to drive from any part of the State to an-
other whether on pleasure bent or for business 
purposes. Because of the good roads the people 
of Florida are great intra-state travelers, <lnd 
probably are better acquainted with their State 
than are the residents of any other American 
commonwealth. 

FLORIDA A LAND OF HOMES 
erroneous Ittea prevails in many quar· 
ters that because of the almost count-
less resorts with their palatial hotels 

and apartment houses built for the accommoda· 
tion and entertainment of men and women of 
means and luxurious tastes, Florida is only for 
those of great wealth. Nothing could be farther 
from the ·truth. 

It is true that in Florida are thousands of 
hotels and apartments with deluxe furnishings 
as well as homes which might be called palaces, 
and it is also true that they are occupied by the 
class for which they were built and which can 
afford to pay for the luxury of living in them. 
But it is equally true that Florida is a veritable 
land of homes of the more moderate kind owned 

or rented and occupied by hundreds of thou-
sands of men, women and children who have 
found in the State an ideal place in which to 
live, surrounded by every comfort conducive to 
a happy existence. 

One may live in Florida just as expensively or 
just as moderately as in any State in the Ameri-
can Union, or in any country of the globe. To 
paraphrase a recent speaker, Florida is a land 
where the plutocrat mvr build the palace of his 
dreams or where the man from the humbler 
walks of life may build a simple cottage, but 
over all the Florida sun will shine, the mocking 
bird will sing in the moonlight and the exotic 
flowers of the tropics will bloom for both. 
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PHYSICAL FACTS 
Total area of State, square miles . . . .. . .... ..• 
Total land area, square · miles . .. . ... .. ... .. . . 
Total water area, square miles . .. . ...... . .. . 
Land area of State in acres .. .. ....... ... . . •• 
All land in farms in acres .................. .. 
N umber of farms ..... . ....... .... ..... .... . 
Acres of land assessed for taxation .......... . 
Mileage of public hig hway . .. .... ......... • ... 
Mileage of r a ilroad ...... .. . ... .. : . . . . . . ... . 
Number of counties .. ...... . .. . ...... . .. ... . 
Number of public schools ... . .. . ... .. . .. . ... . 
Number of votin'g precincts in the State .... . 
Maximum elevation of State above sea level, feet 
Average rainfall per annum for past 33 years .• 
Annual normal temperature . . . ........ .. . .. . . 

58,666 
54,861 

3,805 
35 ,11 1,040 

5,940,229 
60,000 

33,909,483 
9,200 
7,500 

67 

Estimated wealth, year 1933 . . . . .... . .. .. . ... .... . • .. . .. . . . .. .. $2,000,000,000 
Property, assessed value . . .. .. .. ... . . . .. • ...... .. .. .. .. . . . . ... . $ 
Manufactures ; Products, value (1931) . . . .. . .. . •... .. •. . . .. ..... $ 
Lumber cut, board ft. (1932) . .. . . .... .. .. . . .. .. . .......... . . . . . 
Value of farm property (1930) . ..... ... . . ... ... .. . ... . . ..... . .. . $ 
Value of farm lang (1930) . .• . .. ... ..... . . . .. . . . .. .. ... , . . • . . . . $ 
Valu,e of farm p roducts (1934) . ... ... . .. • .. .. . • . . . . . •. . . , . .. ... $ 
Cotton, acres . ... . ........ . . . ...... .. . . ......... .. . ...... .... . 
Cotton, bales ... .. . .. .. ... ... . . ... ..... . . . . .... .. . . • . . .. • . . .. 
Value, lint . . . .. . . ... ..... . ... . ....• .... .•. ... . •.... . .. . . : ... . $ 

519,243,000 
157,074,000 
320,408,000 
462,456,000 
352,855 ,000 
100,000,000 

96,000 
27,000 

1,215,000 

Citrus lruit, 20 ,500,000 boxes 1934-35, value ... . ..... ... .. . . .. .. $ 
Banking resources, clearing house exchange ( 1934) . . ... ... . . . . $ 
Mileage of railways, including sidings, Dec. 31, 1927 . ....... . . . 
Railroad improvement and new lines (1920·27) .. . . .. . .... .... . .. $ 
Mileage of hard-surfaced roads . .. . .. . .. . . .... .. . .. . ....... . .. . . 
Expended for roads by State Highw ay Dept. ( 1915-1929) . . . .... $ 
Total building contracts (1923-27 ) .. .. . .... . . .. ... ... ... . . .... . . $ 
Resources of banks (1934) ..... .. . .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. ... ... ..... $ 
Value of manufactures .. . ......• . . . .... . ...• . ... . ... . . . $ 
Value of minerals (1933) .. ..... ... ...... . . .. .. . · . . . .. . ... ... ... $ 
Acres in cultivation (1935) ...... ...... .. . .. . .... .. . ......... .. . 

26,000,000 
639,030,000 

8,220.63 
142,198,557 

8,631 
90,483,724 

890,537,000 
253 ,000,000 
116,280,000 

8,000,000 
1,150,000 
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